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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication conceming this application or 
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Commissioner of Patents 

This application contains sequence disclosures that are enconpassed by the definitions for nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequences set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.821(a)(1) and (a)(2). However, this application fails to comply with the requirements of 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.821-1.825 for the reason(s) set forth on the attached Notice To Comply With Requirements For Patent Applications 
Containing Nucleotide Sequence And/Or Amino Acid Sequence Disclosures. Applicant must comply with the requirements of the 
sequence rules (37 CFR L821 - 1.825) before the application can be examined under 35 U.S.C. §§ 131 and 132. 

APPLICANT IS GIVEN 30 days FROM THE DATE OF THIS LETTER WITHIN WHICH TO COMPLY WITH THE 
SEQUENCE RULES, 37 C.F.R.. §§ 1 .821-1 .825. Failure to con^ly with these requirements will resuh in ABANDONMENT of the 
application under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .821(g). Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee 
under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.136. In no case may an applicant extend the period for response beyond the six month statutory 
period. Direct the response to the undersigned. Applicant is requested to return a copy of the attached Notice to Conq)ly with the 
response. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Rita Mitra 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0954. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 9:30 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jon Weber can be reached at 
(571) 272-0925. The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0547. 




Jon P.Weber, Ph.O, 
Primary Examiner 
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NOTICE TO COMPLY WITH REQI 


JIREMENTS FOR PATENT APPLICATIC 


»NS 



CONTAINING NUCLEOTIDE SEQUENCE AND/OR AMINO ACID SEQUENCE 
DISCLOSURES 

Applicant must file the Items indicated below witiiin the time period set the Office action to which the Notice 
is attached to avoid abandonment under 35 U.S.C. § 133 (extensions of time may be obtained under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a)). 

The nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosure contained in this application does not comply with 
the requirements for such a disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.821 - 1 .825 for the following reason(s): 

^ 1 . This application clearly fails to comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1 .821-1.825. Applicant's 
attention is directed to the final rulemaking notice published at 55 FR 18230 (May 1, 1990). and 1114 
OG 29 (May 1 5, 1 990). If the effective filing date is on or after July 1 , 1 998, see the final rulemaking 
notice published at 63 FR 29620 (June 1, 1998) and 1211 OG 82 (June 23, 1998). 

□ 2. This application does not contain, as a separate part of the disclosure on paper copy, a "Sequence 
Listing" as required by 37 C.F.R. 1.821(c). 

□ 3. A copy of the "Sequence Listing" in computer readable form has not been submitted as required by 
37 C.F.R. 1.821(e). 



^ 4. A copy of the "Sequence Listing" in computer readable form has been submitted. However, the 

content of the computer readable form does not comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1 .822 and/or 
1 .823. as indicated on the attached copy of the marked -up "Raw Sequence Listing." 

□ 5. The computer readable form that has been filed with this application has been found to be damaged 
and/or unreadable as indicated on the attached CRF Diskette Problem Report. A Substitute computer 
readable form must be submitted as required by 37 C.F.R. 1 .825(d). 

□ 6. The paper copy of the "Sequence Listing" is not the same as the computer readable from of the 
"Sequence Listing" as required by 37 C.F.R. 1.821(e). 

□ 7. Other: 



Applicant Must Provide: 

S An initial or substitute computer readable form (CRF) copy of the "Sequence Listing". 

K An initial or substitute paper copy of the "Sequence Listing", as well as an amendment directing its entry 
into the specification. 

S A statement that the content of the paper and computer readable copies are the same and. where 
applicable, include no new matter, as required by 37 C.F.R. 1.821(e) or 1.821(f) or 1.821(g) or 1, 825(b) or 
1.825(d). 



For questions regarding compliance to these requirennents, please contact: 

For Rules Interpretation, call (703) 308-4216 

For CRF Submission Help, call (703) 308-4212 

Patentin Software Program Support 

Technical Assistance 703-287-0200 

To Purchase Patentin Software 703-306-2600 

PLEASE RETURN A COPY OF THIS NOTICE WITH YOUR REPLY 



RAW SEQUENCE LISTING 
ERROR REPORT 



The Biotechnology Systems Branch or the Scientific and Technical Information 
Center (STIC) detected errors when processing the following computer readable 
form: 

Application Serial Number: 
Source: 

Date Processed by STIC: 

THE ATTACHED PRINTOUT EXPLAINS DETECTED ERRORS. 

PLEASE FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE APPLICANT BY EITHER: 

1) INCLUDING A COPY OF THIS PRINTOUT IN YOUR NEXT COMMUNICATION TO THE 
APPLICANT, WITH A NOTICE TO COMPLY or. 

2) TELEPHONING APPLICANT AND FAXING A COPY OF THIS PRINTOUT, WITH A 
NOTICE TO COMPLY 

FOR CRF SUBMISSION AND PATENTIN SOFTWARE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT 
MARK SPENCER, TELEPHONE: 571-272-2510; FAX: 571-273-0221 

TO REDUCE ERRORED SEQLfENCE LISTINGS, PLEASE USE THE CHECKER 
VERSION 4.2 PROGRAM , ACCESSIBLE THROUGH THE U S PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE WEBSITE SEE BELOW FOR ADDRESS 
http://ww\v.uspto.gov/\veb/offices/pac/checker/chkrnote.litni 



ApplicaiUs subniilling genetic sequence information eleclronically on diskelle or CD-Roin should be aware Uiat there is 

a possibility lliat tJie disk/CD-Roni nuny have been alTected by treatment given to all incoming mail. 

Please consider using alternate methods of submission for Uie disk/CD-Rom or replacement disk/CD-Roin " 

Any reply including a sequence lislinR in electronic form should NOT be sent to tJic 2023 1 zip code address for the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office, and instead should be sent via the following to the indicated addresses: 

1. EPS-Bio (<httn:/Av\v\v.iispto.gov/cbc/efs/downloads/dociiments.htm> , EPS Submission 

User Mnniial - ePAVE) 

2. U.S. Postiil Scn'icc: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

3. Hand Carry, Federal Express, United Parcel Sci-vicc, or other delivery service (EFFECTIVE 06/05/04): 

U.S. Patent and Trademaik Office,'220 20^ Street S., Customer Window, Mail Stop Sequence, Ciyslal Plaza Two, Lobby, 
Room 1B03, Arlington, VA 22202 




Revised 05/17/04 



Ra»v Sequence Lining Error Summarj' 
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^- Skipped Sequences Sequencers) nr^.c. 

CNCW RULES, <2,0> scUn-^nrbc? P'"" •'-c rono...n, „„cs To, „c„ sK.,.„c., 
000°'' number 
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RAW SEQUENCE LISTING DATE: 06/09/2004 

PATENT APPLICATION: OS/09/4 92,971 TIME: 16:16:32 

Input Set : A:\PTO.FG.txt - 
Output Set: N:\CRF4\06092004\I492971. rav;^ 

3 <110> APPLICANT: Vogel et al . , Tikva 

5 <120> TITLE OF INVENTION: FIBRIN BINDING DOMAIN POLYPEPTIDES AND USES AND METHODS OF 
RODUCING SAME 

7 <130> FILE REFERENCE: 25775-CZ-A2-A 

9 <140> CURRENT APPLICATION NUMBER: US 09/492,971 
10 <141> CURRENT FILING DATE: 2000-01-27 
12 <160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS : 38 
14 <170> SOFTWARE: Patentin version 3.1 

16 <210> SEQ. ID NO: 1 : jQeS NOi Con^pW 

17 <2ii> LENGTH: 11 - .^rr^rtG^^ i^^sKstte Nee^r^o 

18 <2 12> TYPE: DNA ^ ■ ' 

1 9 4213> ORGANISM: Synthetic Pro ge^ JDClCt^ 

21 <400> SEQUENCE: 1 CX^ 

22 ctgtttaagc a 
25 <210> SEQ ID NO: 2 
2 6 <211> LENGTH: 15 

27 <212> TYPE: DNA 

2 8 ^^ Tj? ORGANISM: bynchetic ProbeJ > 

3 0 <4 00> iiEQUENCE: 2 

31 gacaaattcg tctag 15 

34 <210> SEQ ID NO; 3 

35 <211> LENGTH: 41 

36 <2 12> TYPE: DNA 

3 7 <^3> ORGANISM: Syntnetic Probe ^' 




11 



39 <400> SEQUENCE: 3 

40 tgagaagtgt tttgatcatg ctgctgggac ttcctatgtg g 41 

43 <210> SEQ ID NO: 4 

44 <211> LENGTH: 43 

45 <212> TY PE : DNA 

46 < glT>^RGANISM: Synthetic Pro5e> 

4 8 <4 00> SEQUENCE: 4 

49 tccgaccaga taggaagtcc cagcagcatg atcaaaacac ttc 43 

52 <210> SEQ ID NO: 5 

53 <211> LENGTH: 45 

54 <2 12> TYPEg DNA 

5 5 <gT3> __QRGANISM: Syn t he t icPro gg; 

57 <4 00> SEQUENCE: 5 

58 tcggagaaac gtgggagaag ccctaccaag gctggatgat ggtag 45 

61 <210> SEQ ID NO: 6 

62 <211> LENGTH: 4 5 

63 <2i2>_T^^B^—mrpr 



64 g^gjT^QRriANTSM: Sy nthetic Probe 

66 <400> SEQUENCE: 6 

67 acaatctacc atcatccagc cttggtaggg cttctcccac gtttc 45 



ile://C:\CRF4\Outhold\VsrI49297Lhtm 6/9/04 
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RAW SEQUENCE LISTING DATE: 06/09/2004 

PATENT APPLICATION: US/09/492 , 971 TIME: 16:16:32 

Input Set : A:\PTO.FG, txt 

Output Set: N:\CRF4\06092004\I492971.raw 

70 <210> SEQ ID NO: 7 

71 <211> LENGTH: 4 5 

72 <212> TYPE: DNA ^ 

73 ^lif^njRGANTSM : byntn e cic Prob e} 

75 <400> SEQUENCE: 7 

76 attgtacttg cctgggagaa ggcagcggac gcatcacttg cactt 45 

79 <210> SEQ ID NO: 8 

80 <211> LENGTH: 44 

81 ^ ^2> TYPE: DNA _^ ^ 

82 <2T3> OI^ANISM: Synthetic Pr ogg> 

84 <4 00> SEQUENCE: 8 

85 ctagaactgc aagtgatgcg tccgctgcct tctcccaggc aagt 44 

88 <210> SEQ ID NO: 9 

89 <211> LENGTH: 38 

90 < 212> TYPE: DNA 

91 <g l3>^"dRGANISM: Synthe t ic_ P£Q£^ 

93 <4 00> SEQUENCE: 9 

94 cctcctgttt ctccgtaagt gatcctgtaa tatctcac 38 

97 <210> SEQ ID NO: 10 

98 <211> LENGTH: 33 

99 <212> TYPE: DNA 

100 <^ 13> ORGANISM: Synthetic ProBe^ ^.- 

102 <400> SEQUENCE: 10 

103 gaatcaagac ccgttttctg tcttcctcta aga 33 

106 <210> SEQ ID NO: 11 

107 <211> LENGTH: 40 

108 <212 > TYPE: DNA 

109 <<j l3> OI?GANISM: Synthetic Pr ober 

111 <400> SEQUENCE: 11 

112 ccaggtccct cggaacatca gaaactgttg attgttggcc 40 

115 <210> SEQ ID NO: 12 

116 <211> LENGTH: 36 

117 .r212> TYPE: DNA 

118 <l l3> ORGAN ISMj__Syii thetic Pr obe-'^ 

120 <400> SEQUENCE: 12 

121 aattctgtga cacagtggcc atagggaggc tggggg 3 6 

124 <210> SEQ ID NO: 13 

125 <211> LENGTH: 42 

126 < 2 1 2ja— TIYPE : DNA 

12 7 ^2 Tj> ORGANI SM : Synt he ti£_Probe,' 
12^ <400> SEQUENCE: 13 

130 catgacccct tcattggttg tgcagatttc ctcgtgggca gc 42 

133 <210> SEQ ID NO: 14 

134 <211> LENGTH: 14 

135 <2L2^i...^ PE: DNA 



1 3 6( <<213> ORGAN I SM: Synthe tic Probe;^ 
138..<400> SEQUENCE: 14 

139 ctgtttaata agca 14 
142 <210> SEQ ID NO: 15 
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RAW SEQUENCE LISTING DATE: 06/09/2004 

PATENT APPLICATION: US/09/492,971 TIME: 16:16:32 



Input Set : A:\PTO,FG. txt 

Output Set: N:\CRF4\06092004\I492971.raw 
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RAW SEQUENCE LISTING DATE: 06/09/2004 

PATENT APPLICATION: US/09/492,971 TIME: 16:16:32 



Input Set : A:\PTO.FG.txt 

Output Set: N:\CRF4\06092004\I492971, raw 
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337 Leu Pro Gly Arg Lys Tyr lie Val Asn Val Tyr Gin lie Ser Glu Asp 

338 755 760 765 

341 Gly Glu Gin Ser Leu lie Leu Ser Thr Ser Gin Thr Thr Ala Pro Asp 

342 770 775 780 

345 Ala Pro Pro Asp Pro Thr Val Asp Gin Val Asp Asp Thr Ser lie Val 

346 785 790 795 800 

349 Val Arg Trp Ser Arg Pro Gin Ala Pro lie Thr Gly Tyr Arg lie Val _ 

350 805 810 815 

353 Tyr Ser Pro Ser Val Glu Gly Ser Ser Thr Glu Leu Asn Leu Pro Glu 

354 820 825 830 

357 Thr Ala Asn Ser Val Thr Leu Ser Asp Leu Gin Pro Gly Val Gin Tyr 

358 835 840 845 

361 Asn lie Thr lie Tyr Ala Val Glu Glu Asn Gin Glu Ser Thr Pro Val 

362 850 855 860 

365 Val lie Gin Gin Glu Thr Thr Gly Thr Pro Arg Ser Asp Thr Val Pro 

366 865 870 875 880 

369 Ser Pro Arg Asp Leu Gin Phe Val Glu Val Thr Asp Val Lys Val Thr 

370 885 890 895 

373 lie Met Trp Thr Pro Pro Glu Ser Ala Val Thr Gly Tyr Arg Val Asp 

374 900 905 910 

377 Val lie Pro Val Asn Leu Pro Gly Glu His Gly Gin Arg Leu Pro lie 

378 915 920 925 

381 Ser Arg Asn Thr Phe Ala Glu Val Thr Gly Leu Ser Pro Gly Val Thr 

382 930 935 940 

385 Tyr Tyr Phe Lys Val Phe Ala Val Ser His Gly Arg Glu Ser Lys Pro 

386 945 950 955 960 
3 89 Leu Thr Ala Gin Gin Thr Thr Lys Leu Asp Ala Pro Thr Asn Leu Gin 
390 965 970 975 

3 93 Phe Val Asn Glu Thr Asp Ser Thr Val Leu Val Arg Trp Thr Pro Pro 
394 980 985 990 

3 97 Arg Ala Gin lie Thr Gly Tyr Arg Leu Thr Val Gly Leu Thr Arg Arg 
398 995 1000 1005 

401 Gly Gin Pro Arg Gin Tyr Asn Val Gly Pro Ser Val Ser Lys Tyr 

402 1010 1015 1020 

405 Pro Leu Arg Asn Leu Gin Pro Ala Ser Glu Tyr Thr Val Ser Leu 

406 1025 1030 1035 

409 Val Ala lie Lys Gly Asn Gin Glu Ser Pro Lys Ala Thr Gly Val 

410 1040 1045 1050 

413 Phe Thr Thr Leu Gin Pro Gly Ser Ser lie Pro Pro Tyr Asn Thr 

414 1055 1060 1065 

417 Glu Val Thr Gla Thr Thr lie Val lie Thr Trp Thr Pro Ala Pro 

418 1070 1075 1080 

421 Arg lie! Gly Phe Lys Leu Gly Val Arg Pro Ser Gin Gly Gly Glu 

422 1085 1090 1095 

425 Ala Pro Arg Glu Val Thr Ser Asp Ser Gly Ser lie Val Val Ser 

426 1100 1105 1110 

429 .Gly Leu Thr Pro Gly Val Glu Tyr Val Tyr Thr lie Gin Val Leu 

430 ' 1115 1120 1125 

433 Arg Asp Gly Gin Glu Arg Asp Ala Pro lie Val Asn Lys Val Val 
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NOTICE OF OFnCE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH US. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark OfiGce (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination prxx^eedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
ci^ability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.gov) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.)* In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or whoi the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references witfi Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate fix>m the Office; 

(2) obtain a customer nimiber from tfie Office* and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions pr^ared by the USPTO for international applications diiring the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system^ to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S* patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an EDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability firom other USPTO systems. 



steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference, If you don*t already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advanuge of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<http://www.usDto,gov/ebc/downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form. PTO- 
SB125, at: htto://www,uspto.gov/wcb/forms/sb012S.pdf The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www.usDto.gov/ebc/registration pairhtml . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded 'Aill be displayed by E-Patcnt Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format (,pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference featxire 
during its evaluation of the pilot 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference@usDto. gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
conunents should be submitted in writing by January 1 5, 2004. 

Comments vnth respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the DFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.htmL Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto,gov. 





Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 

In support of its 21^ Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Govemment, beginning in 
June 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) will begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloading capability of the "^^^ 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Patent 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Office actions (in apphcations and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature appUcants must: (1) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain* a customer number from the Office; and (3) 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.S. 
patents and patent appUcation publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
USPTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
patent Uterature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 

Schedule 

June 2004 TCs 1600, 1700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2100 and 2600 

All U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 
However, a simple system for downloading the cited U.S. patents and patent application , 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1, 2004, 
contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc@uspto.gov . 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. AppUcants using this facility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
(http://v^ww,uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Public Records also suppUes 
copies of patents for a fee ( http://ebizl.uspto.gov/oems25p/index.html) . Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application pubUcations. 

For complete instructions see the Official Gazette Notice, USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED 
U.S. PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES, on the 
USPTO web site. 
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